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We all know what it is like to wait. - waiting for the doctor, dentist, at the airport, in 

the shopping queue. Sometimes it is easier to wait than others. 

 

Why is waiting so hard?  In our society today, it is a time of instant answers – we 

can communicate from practically anywhere in the world by internet, emails, 

mobile phones. How many of us always have our phones with us in case we miss a 

call or message?  This instant communication makes us impatient with other areas 

of our lives, so waiting is not something we do easily. 

 

How do we wait?  For example, a doctor’s visit when we know they may not be on 

time, or catching a plane. I am happy to wait at the airport for an hour or more but I 

don’t like a long, slow line at the supermarket when I’m in a hurry. 

In the instances I have mentioned I was waiting for people. 

 

The bigger question is - how do we wait for God?  
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If God is making you wait then you 

are in good company. Joseph 

waited 13 years after being sold 

into slavery to be reunited with his 

family;  Abraham waited 25 years 

for the birth of a son;  Moses 

waited 40 years to reach the 

promised land and Jesus waited 30 

years to begin his ministry. All 

these people accomplished other 

things in their time of waiting. We 

have their stories to prove that. 

 

 

 

They were on a journey and waiting on God. Good things happened and some not 

so good but God was with them during this time. 

        

In the Bible we are told when we make a request to God in prayer we need to: - 

 

1. Believe God hears us when we ask him for direction.    

2. Be prepared for an unexpected answer.      Psalm 5: 3 

3. Put our hope in his Word.       Psalm 130: 5-6 

4. Trust in the Lord, not our own understanding.       Proverbs 3: 5-6 

5. Refrain from anger, be still and choose patience.      Psalm 37: 7-8 

6. Be strong and take courage.   Psalm 27 :13-14, 31-24 

7. See it as an opportunity to experience God’s goodness. Psalm 27:13;            

Lamentations 3:25 

8. Wait for God’s guidance instead of going your own way.      Acts 1:4 

9. Continue in prayer being watchful with thanksgiving.       Colossians 4:2 

10.   Think of the blessings yet to come.       Isaiah 30:18 
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There are also benefits in waiting: it can help us to become the person God wants 

us to be. Waiting can help us transform our character – we can grow spiritually 

and emotionally. It may reveal other motives we have, giving us time to really 

think about what we are doing. Waiting tends to bring out the best and the worst 

in people, but ultimately it builds patience and intimacy with God. 

Why don’t we just go out on our own and make our own decisions? Because God 

knows the right time for things in our lives to happen and the plans he has for us. 

Jeremiah 29:11 says, “For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, 

“plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.” 

He knows the right time for things to happen in our lives. In Ecclesiastes 3:1 we 

read, “There is a time for everything, and a season for every activity under the 

heavens.” How do you wait for God? Patiently? Or do you get impatient and 

sometimes go out on your own? 

The unwelcome gift of waiting 

from www.desiringgod.org 
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I have often asked God for the right timing when I need to speak to someone about 

a difficult issue. I don’t want to do it in anger and amazingly there does come an 

opportunity when it is the right time. 

Can you recognise areas where God’s timing has been important in your own life? 

 

The other side of the coin is God waiting for us and sometimes he has to wait for 

many years. At times we pray for things expecting God to move: when in reality, 

God is waiting on us to walk through a door he has already opened. God may be 

waiting for us to just spend time with him in the silence so we are open to his word 

to us. Our lives become so busy we do not hear him. God is extremely hopeful 

about you and me. He will work in our lives with the expectation of bringing us into 

the fullness of his purpose and blessings. 

 

 

 

God waits patiently for us and all during that time he never stops loving us, 

whatever we do. It reminds me of the story of the Prodigal son when the father was 

waiting hopefully for the son to return home. He asked no questions; he just 

embraced him and welcomed him with love. 

 

 

The Prodigal Son in 

Modern Life 

by James Tissot  
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 Are there times in your lives when you have wandered away from God? There 

certainly have in mine and although I may still have been going to church and doing 

all the right things I was going my own way and God was still waiting patiently for 

me to truly turn to him; to listen to him. 

 

I have often wondered why God called me to the Community at such a late age in 

life. In fact, I didn’t know about Religious Communities so it was not something I 

had put off or ignored. But it was in God’s timing when he knew I was ready, my 

children were also ready and the Community was ready for me. God waits for us till 

we are ready. 

 

Spend time looking back at your life and see if there were times when you did wait 

on God and perhaps a time in your life when you went your own way because you 

thought God was not with you. What happened? 

 

Hiking path through the woods from GoodFreePhotos.jpg 
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 Wait With Faith   © By M.S.Lowndes 

 

  Lord, you have faithfully shown me 
  So many times before 
  And this time is no exception, Lord, 
  And simply can't be ignored. 
 

     That you know all that concerns my life, 
     Everything your eyes do see 
     You always come through at just the right time 
     To meet my every need. 
 

  For nothing escapes your watchful eye, 
  No problem that we may cross 
  But so often, Lord, it seems as though 
  There's a delay in your response. 
 

      I know it's a testing of our faith 
     To wait so patiently 
     You stretch us so our faith may grow,   
     Though we want it instantly. 
 

  But it's for our good that you respond 
  In your time, not in ours, 
  For if you didn't - we'd stay as infants, 
  Getting everything right now. 
 

     For us to grow more Christ-like, 
     We need to learn to wait, 
     For often that's the answer to prayer 
     And builds us up in faith. 
 

  So I thank you for the answer to come 
  As I hand it over in prayer 
  Thank you that you're still working on me 
  And my breakthrough's drawing near. 
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The content of this booklet is from Sister Carol, CHN, based on her work for 

the Prayer Day of April 2018.  It is part of a series of ‘Aids to Prayer and 

Reflection’ which  have been developed from our monthly Prayer Days, for 

your personal use. You may pick up other Aids from the Spirituality Centre 

or simply download copies from our website. We hope our readers find 

them helpful in their prayer lives. 

 

 

 

You are welcome to join us for Days of Prayer and Reflection, which are 

held at the Spirituality Centre, on the first Thursday of the month, from  

March till November, 10am until 3pm.  

The Eucharist is celebrated at midday and there are opportunities to sit 

quietly, use our library and wander in the gardens. BYO lunch; tea and 

coffee are provided. There is no charge but a donation is appreciated.  

 

Community of the Holy Name, 40 Cavanagh Street, Cheltenham, 

Victoria 3192 

Phone 03 9583 2087  www.chnmelb.org 


